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Just 5 Companies…. 

• Published >50% of all research papers in 2013, 

up from 20% in 1973 

• Have typical profit margins of c. 40% 

• Are doing this at a time when university library 

budgets are decreasing 

• Are increasing the price of journals on average 

by between 5% and 10% per year 

 

“Libraries or institutions that produce knowledge 

don’t have the budget any more to pay for access 

to what they produce.” 

 

 

 



Roadmap to the 2030 Agenda 

• Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development (2012) 

– Outcome: ‘The Future We Want’ (June) 

• UN Secretary General’s High Level Panel (2013) 

– Outcome: Report inc. ‘The Data Revolution’ (May) 

• Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (2014) 

– Outcome: Draft Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS) 

(September) 

• UN General Assembly (2014) 

– Outcome: Secretary General’s Synthesis Report (December) 

• Inter-Governmental Negotiations (2015) 

– Outcome: Zero Draft Post-2015 Framework Document (June) 

• Post-2015 Development Summit (2015) 

– Outcome: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 

Declaration, SDGs, Means of Implementation, Monitoring and 

Accountability (September) 

 

 

 



• Information is fundamental for development – and 

libraries support this  

• Information promotes better decision-making, helps 

people learn new skills 

• Information helps people exercise their rights 

• Information promotes accountability 

 

 Advocating for access to information can create policy 

space for libraries to move into and become development 

and technology partners at national levels 

Why is access to information  

Important? 



 

 

UN Millennium 

Development Goals 

(2000) 



 

http://map.worldwewant2015.org 



IFLA Statement on Libraries and 

Development (2013) 

• Libraries provide opportunities for 

everyone 

• Libraries empower people for their own 

self-development 

• Libraries offer access to the world’s 

knowledge 

• Librarians provide expert guidance 

• Libraries are part of a multistakeholder 

society 

 



Launch of the Lyon Declaration on Access to Information and 

Development,(www.lyondeclaration.org), Lyon WLIC, August 2014 

http://www.lyondeclaration.org)/


What does the Lyon Declaration ask for? 

6. We call on Member States of the United Nations to acknowledge that 

access to information, and the skills to use it effectively, are required for 

sustainable development, and ensure that this is recognised in the post-

2015 development agenda by: 

a) Acknowledging the public's right to access information and data, 

while respecting the right to individual privacy. 

b) Recognising the important role of local authorities, information 

intermediaries and infrastructure such as ICTs and an open Internet 

as a means of implementation. 

c) Adopting policy, standards and legislation to ensure the continued 

funding, integrity, preservation and provision of information by 

governments, and access by people. 

d) Developing targets and indicators that enable measurement of the 

impact of access to information and data and reporting on progress 

during each year of the goals in a Development and Access to 

Information (DA2I) report. 

 



 



The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development 

 
• Declaration 

• Sustainable Development Goals 

• Means of Implementation 

• Monitoring and Accountability 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


Sustainable Development Goals 
• Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

• Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture 

• Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

• Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for 

all 

• Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

• Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

• Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all 

• Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment 

and decent work for all 

• Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation 

• Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries 

• Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable  

• Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

• Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts* 

• Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development 

• Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

• Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice 

for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

• Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable 

development 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015 



 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015 



Selected Goals and Targets 

• Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and 

promote sustainable agriculture 

– Target 2.3 by 2030 double the agricultural productivity and the incomes of small-scale food 

producers, particularly women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, 

including through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, 

knowledge, financial services, markets, and opportunities for value addition and non-farm 

employment 

• Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.  

– 3.1 by 2030 reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live 

births  

• Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-

long learning opportunities for all.  

– 4.6 by 2030 ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 

women, achieve literacy and numeracy  

• Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

– 5b enhance the use of enabling technologies, in particular ICT, to promote women’s 

empowerment  

• Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation 

– 9c Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive 

to provide universal and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 

2020 

• Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable 

– 11.4 strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage 

 





• Technology Facilitation Mechanism 

• Monitoring and Evaluation 

The How 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/technology/facilitationmechanism  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/technology/facilitationmechanism
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/technology/facilitationmechanism


 

http://www.undatarevolution.org/data

-revolution/ 

 

http://www.undatarevolution.org/data-revolution/
http://www.undatarevolution.org/data-revolution/
http://www.undatarevolution.org/data-revolution/


Partnering with libraries  

is good for development 

Publicly funded 

and sustainable 
Locally based 

Trusted by the 

communities 

they serve 
Staffed by 

professionals 



Trends.ifla.org  



• Is research by IFLA as a foundation for our 

advocacy and policy, and for use by our 

members 

• Looks across society and access to the digital 

information environment to identify high level 

trends which will affect future service provision 

• Brings together the ideas of a range of experts 

from different disciplines (social scientists, 

economists, education specialists, lawyers and 

technologists) 

The IFLA Trend Report 



• Better described as the IFLA Trend Resource – 

a comprehensive, and ever evolving, repository 

of information and a forum for discussion 

amongst IFLA members 

• Is a starting point for how libraries and library 

associations to consider how they fit into the 

fast changing global information economy – 

asks questions for the library sector to look for 

the right answers 

The IFLA Trend Report 





“It’s at these points of impact 

between trends that there are 

profound questions for 

libraries operating in the new 

information environment” 



What does the Lyon Declaration ask for? 

6. We call on Member States of the United Nations to acknowledge that 

access to information, and the skills to use it effectively, are required for 

sustainable development, and ensure that this is recognised in the post-

2015 development agenda by: 

a) Acknowledging the public's right to access information and 

data, while respecting the right to individual privacy. 

b) Recognising the important role of local authorities, information 

intermediaries and infrastructure such as ICTs and an open Internet 

as a means of implementation. 

c) Adopting policy, standards and legislation to ensure the continued 

funding, integrity, preservation and provision of information by 

governments, and access by people. 

d) Developing targets and indicators that enable measurement of the 

impact of access to information and data and reporting on progress 

during each year of the goals in a Development and Access to 

Information (DA2I) report. 

 



http://www.opengovpartnership.org/  

http://www.opengovpartnership.org/


http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa  

http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa
http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa
http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa
http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa
http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa


https://libraryfreedomproject.org  

https://libraryfreedomproject.org/
https://libraryfreedomproject.org/


0,0

5,0

10,0

15,0

20,0

25,0

30,0

35,0

40,0

45,0

B
u

lg
ar

ia

R
o

m
an

ia

M
al

ta

A
u

st
ri

a

Lu
xe

m
b

o
u

rg

Li
th

u
an

ia

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
u

b
lic

Sl
o

va
ki

a

G
re

e
ce

Sl
o

ve
n

ia

It
al

y

Fr
an

ce

EU
 (

2
6

 c
o

u
n

tr
ie

s)

Sp
ai

n

G
er

m
an

y

U
K

B
e

lg
iu

m

La
tv

ia

H
u

n
ga

ry

P
o

rt
u

ga
l

Sw
ed

e
n

Ir
e

la
n

d

D
e

n
m

ar
k

P
o

la
n

d

N
et

h
er

la
n

d
s

Es
to

n
ia

Fi
n

la
n

d

Sh
ar

e
 o

f 
1

5
 y

e
ar

 o
ld

s 
sc

o
ri

n
g 

b
e

lo
w

 L
e

ve
l 2

 in
 P

IS
A

 2
0

0
9

 

Percentage of low achievers in reading literacy  
PISA 2009   

For details, see: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_en.htm




What does the Lyon Declaration ask for? 

6. We call on Member States of the United Nations to acknowledge that 

access to information, and the skills to use it effectively, are required for 

sustainable development, and ensure that this is recognised in the post-

2015 development agenda by: 

a) Acknowledging the public's right to access information and data, 

while respecting the right to individual privacy. 

b) Recognising the important role of local authorities, 

information intermediaries and infrastructure such as ICTs and 

an open Internet as a means of implementation. 

c) Adopting policy, standards and legislation to ensure the continued 

funding, integrity, preservation and provision of information by 

governments, and access by people. 

d) Developing targets and indicators that enable measurement of the 

impact of access to information and data and reporting on progress 

during each year of the goals in a Development and Access to 

Information (DA2I) report. 

 



http://beyondaccess.net/  

http://beyondaccess.net/


http://www.ala.org/advocacy/t

elecom/netneutrality  

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/telecom/netneutrality
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/telecom/netneutrality


What does the Lyon Declaration ask for? 

6. We call on Member States of the United Nations to acknowledge that 

access to information, and the skills to use it effectively, are required for 

sustainable development, and ensure that this is recognised in the post-

2015 development agenda by: 

a) Acknowledging the public's right to access information and data, 

while respecting the right to individual privacy. 

b) Recognising the important role of local authorities, information 

intermediaries and infrastructure such as ICTs and an open Internet 

as a means of implementation. 

c) Adopting policy, standards and legislation to ensure the 

continued funding, integrity, preservation and provision of 

information by governments, and access by people. 

d) Developing targets and indicators that enable measurement of the 

impact of access to information and data and reporting on progress 

during each year of the goals in a Development and Access to 

Information (DA2I) report. 

 



http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0127502  

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0127502


http://motherboard.vice.com/read/dawn-of-the-digital-preppers  

http://motherboard.vice.com/read/dawn-of-the-digital-preppers
http://motherboard.vice.com/read/dawn-of-the-digital-preppers
http://motherboard.vice.com/read/dawn-of-the-digital-preppers
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http://motherboard.vice.com/read/dawn-of-the-digital-preppers
http://motherboard.vice.com/read/dawn-of-the-digital-preppers


Go-Bag Reading 

Big Picture 

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development – 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 

• The IFLA Trend Report Insights Document – 

http://trends.ifla.org/summary-report  

• The Libraries and Development webpages on IFLA.org – 

http://www.ifla.org/libraries-development 

• Biblio Tech: Why libraries matter more than ever in the age of Google, 

John Palfrey – http://www.amazon.com/BiblioTech-Libraries-Matter-

More-Google/dp/0465042996 

 

Local Content 

• The Norwegian National Development Plan  

• Norwegian Open Government Plan.  

• Government proposals 

• Extra-sector commentary 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://trends.ifla.org/summary-report
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http://trends.ifla.org/summary-report
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Riding the Waves or 

Caught in the Tide? 

Insights from the IFLA 

Trend Report 

 
http://trends.ifla.org/summary-

report  

 

http://trends.ifla.org/summary-report
http://trends.ifla.org/summary-report
http://trends.ifla.org/summary-report


What Can Libraries do? 

• Learn to speak the language of development 

– www.beyondaccess.net 

• Familiarise yourself with the SDGs – where do 

you think library services can contribute? 

• Look at the priorities for development in your 

country, and assess where to pitch libraries’role 

• Actively engage with policymakers to get 

libraries incorporated into national development 

plans 

• Build cross-sector alliances with development 

organisations to solve problems – think outside 

the community 

http://www.beyondaccess.net/

